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SELECTMEN’S REPORT.

RECEIPTS FROM APRIL 19, 1871, TO MARCH 11, 1872.
The assessment for 1871.

For support of schools, - $2,000 00
repairs of highways, 1,000 00
incidental expenses, 4,000 00
alterations and repairs of school-houses. 2,000 00
State and county taxes, 2,073 73
overlayings, 319 11
——811,392 84
Money borrowed on note to A. & L. Maynard, 1,031 25
13 13 13 Y3 13 75 00
ke e8 g8 to A. Hemenway (gold), 18,500 00
Premium on same (currency), 2,682 50
Dog tax returned, 105 42
State tax (Corporation), as allowed without a hearing, 14 79
Auctioneers’ licenses, 4 00
$33,805 80
Treasurer overdrawn, 942 59

$34,748 39

PAYMENTS FROM APRIL 19, 1871, TO MARCH 11, 1872.

Aug. 21, 1871, to A. & L. Maynard, cem- 5
etery lot, $1,031 25
Aug. 21, 1871, to A. & L. Maynard, school "
house lot, ' 75 00
Oct. 6, 1871, paid town of Sudbury, for
debt and interest, 10,072 77

Paid town of Sudbury, for railroad stock, lm $21,989 53

STATE AND COUNTY TAXES.

To Sudbury, State tax, o gg
“ County tax, %gg 00
Stow,  State tax, 213 78

‘t County tax, T " 89,073 78
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SUPPORT OF SCHOOLS.M6 -
Paid Ellen Folger, for teaching 24 weeks, $

L 216 00

Fannie S. Holman, ¢ 2‘(1; Y 394 00
Mary M. Peckham, ¢ 3 A 68 60
Martha A.Vwmtney, : 1(2) " o
race A. Vose, 5 916 00
@. C. Gleason, ¢ 12 4 o o0
E. F. Richardson,  * 12 ; oo
Estelle J. French, ¢ 12 g o
Nellie A. Hutchins, ¢ 12 o
Frank Halleck, care of school-house, i

H. Vose £ & :

John H. ) b 7 S o
Harry H. Haynes, 3 Vi
John K. Harriman, ¢ 7
Assabet Manufacturing Co., for wood, 123 1‘
John K. Harriman, 5 10 O
Assabet Manufacturing Co., ¢ 14 44
Dennis Long, sawing wood, 29 50
Henry Fowler, wood, . 4 00
William M. Harding, for bills paid, 17 39
John Hillis, for bills paid, 99 12
T. C. Gleason, for singing book, 50

Wm. M. Harding, care of school-houses, 18 00

$2,050 00

REPAIRS AND ALTERATIONS OF SCHOOL-HOUSES.

Paid John K. Harriman, for altering and

enlarging school-house on Acton

road and removing house near
Mitchell place,

$3,122 00
John Fuller, work, cement and lime, 6 75
L e for digging and bricking :
well, 37 50
S. W. Merrill, Painting anq materials, 80 00
L *“  weather vane, “ quill,” 17 00
10 Thornton, for extra work, 25 00
J. H. Allen, for pump, 15 70
Benjamin Conant, work o steps and
yard, 5 00
SR Brooks, do., 3 00
Committees, sundries, 1525
Com.mittee, for services, 35 00
I:‘or msurance on school-houses, 176 25
School Committee’s repairs, to O, p
Richardson, ; i 17 00
Do., Jameg Randal] & Co.,

15 00
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Paid J. H. Allen & Co., bill for labor and
materials, 8100 90

John K. Harriman, for building and

furnishing four rods of fence at

school-house yard, 24 00
Do., for extra labor on gates, 6 00
Do., casing five posts, 12 50
C. E. Watson, for gate irons, 14 00
Eight seats for school-house, 10 00
Express on same, 75

Patching plastering, 1 50
Locks and knobs for brick house, 6 00
Shingles, . 400
Repairs and materials, 9 68
Merrill, for painting, 9 50
J. H. Vose’s bill, for sundries, 6 04

STATE AID.
1871.

Paid Elizabeth Carlton, 834 92
G. W. Young, 58 56
Olive M. Lovering, 32 46
Margaret Moore, 66 92
James Carney, 37 64
C. C. Collins, 83 67
Joseph Adars, 50 00
H. K. Martin, 36 00
John Rafferty, guardian, 29 33
Maria McCauly, 66 92

1872.
G. W. Young, 14 00
O. M. Lovering, 8 00
Margaret Moore, 16 00
James Carney, 9 00
C. C. Collins, 20 00
John Rafferty, 8 00
Persis M. Sanderson, 16 00
Maria McCauly, 16 00

$603 42

REPAIRS OF HIGHWAYS.

A. Whitney, labor on bridge 5 days, $12 50
b drawing plank, 2 00
e labor on highways 274 days, 55 00

& use of horse 374 days, 56 25



6

9 00
A. Whitney, paid J. I*{ Cheney, $8 00
“ ¢« I, Sears, 6 00
“ « §. Fairbank, 17 50
6 “ Blood, 12 25
4 ‘“  boys,

“ “ Jo{rln Dean, 32 28
« ¢ .E. Henderson, o
w“ “ Timothy Warren, 5
“ ¢« Hiram Butters, 27 ?6
“ ¢ J. Laughlin, 9 oG

w“ “ Henry Fowler, 22
“ ¢«  John Whitney, 58 00
t “ T, H. Brooks, 2 00
tE ¢ W. Parmenter, 10 00

November, A. Whitney s Bill.

A. Whitney, to labor 48% days, $97 00
S horses 624 days, 93 75
e paid Sears, 31 days, 62 00
st ¢ Blood, 2% days, 5 00
" ¢ John Dean, 30 days, 61 00
St ‘ John Doyle & team, 144 days, 50 75
¢t ¢ T. Brooks, } day, 2 75
$ “ John Whitney, 1 day, 5 50
¢ ‘  Haynes Bros., 4 50
Assabet Man. Co., bill for labor and material, $184 75
Benj. Smitl’s bill for lumber, 34 31
George Smith’s « “ 34 31
- “ labor, 21 00
Benj. Smith’s S ‘e 51 90
H. Balcom’s “ T 9 00
A. Balcom’s L « 4 00
Felix Dettling’s ¢ ‘% 7 00
Henry Vose's « . 6 20

Total for repairs of Highways,

. SUPPORT OF POOR,.
Paid for Mrs. Susan Puffer,

Charles H, Maynard, 3358) 8(8)
Julia Blaijes anq children, 9 77
ravellers and State Paupers 21 44
Partial support of military Pauper

with Su bury, Benj. Ryde 59
Tovyn of Sudbury for expenges pre- :
Vious to notice for Paupers, 12 00
——

$365 16

$382 25

$302 57

e —— ———

$1,049 98

$177 01
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EXPENSES ON PETITION TO AMEND THE ACT OF

INCORPORATION.
Paid J. W. Reed, for professional services, $50 00
for advertising, 16 00
officer’s fees, 6 00

Paid A. Balcom, for looking up settlement of paupers,
Selectmen’s bill for labor, monuments, and

erecting the same with Sudbury & Stow, 86 50
Paid Wm. D. Tuttle, : 22 50

$72 00
18 50

$109 00

RECORD BOOKS, PRINTING, AND STAMPS.

Paid C. K. Darling’s bill—

1 five quire cap record, full sheep, 85 25
1 four * ‘“ mortgage, 4 50
1 four ¢ cash headed, half Russia, 4 25
2 quarto books, 1 50
1 gt. ink, inkstand and rack, 140
1 five quire cap printed heading, 8 50
1 five ¢ 2R 8 50
1 draft book, 7 00
1 note book, half Russia medium, 10 00
1 thin pauper register, 3 50
1 record book, Selectmen, 4 50
Blanks, 30
Stamps for notes, 10 75
Postage stamps, for Town Clerk, 2 40

Stationery and postage for Selectmen, &ec., 5 00

$77 35

INCORPORATION AND CELEBRATION EXPENSES.

Paid G. A. Somerby, $200 00
John Spalding, 200 00
J. B. Smith, collation, 96 00
Bill for engraving map of town, 40 00
Fitchburg Railroad, extra train, 75 00
D. C. Osborn, for printing, 4 00
Team to Sudbury and Stow, 3 00
Town Clerk of Stow, for copy of warrant, 50
Railroad tickets, 13850
Printing, 150
Badges and expenses, 2 65
Fireworks, i g‘; ég
Use of cannon, &cC., e

W. F. Woods, for entertaining Bands,
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d telegraphing $10 00
i e of flags and teleg ) 6 00
A gs Smith,gtransportmg cannon, 13 50
hree kegs powder, 1 12 50
b?urveying proposed town lines, 5 00
J. K. Harriman, for labor, " 4 00
J. Valley, for team to Concord, 34 40
Joseph W. Reed, for bills paid,
WORK ON CEMETERY.
i ‘owler, for labor 20 days, $40 00
Paid Henry Fowler, Some 40N, = b
&t oxen, 173 i
0 boy, 3% © ‘
st Frenchman, 14 days, 21 00
¢ horse, 1 day, 150
) powder, 1 00
B. Smith, team plowing 2 days, 11 08
E. Stuart, labor with team, 44 0
A. Balcom, 5 days, 10 00
ASSESSORS’ BILL.
Taking valuation and making taxes, $137 50
Copying valuation for printer, 10 00
¥ g State, 10 00

Time and expenses on corporation and bank tax, 25 (0
Paid Tolman & White, for printing,

40 00
Blank books, stationer ', Postage and expressing, 7 90
LOCK-UP.
Paid for painting coving, etc., $3 00
horse blankets, 20 00
3 rolls roofirg paper, 135 yards, a 5¢c., ¢ 75
28 gallons composition, 5 60
labor anq gravel, 8 00
repairing lock for outside door, 1515
2 chain Padlocks, 2 75
bricks, ete., 8 27
laying foundation, 23 62
9,750 brick, 815, 146 25
12 pounds nails,

4 casks lime 7603 3 do. cem i
2 loads sand’ and teamip s BE R 12 gg
labor, unloading brick,

2 50

$818 33

$185 87

$230 40
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Paid for 2 casks lime, 8.80: 3 loads sand, 6.00,
5 days’ tending mason,
2 casks lime,
man and horse, drawing water,
5% days, George Flood, Jr.,
228 ft. boards, a 3c,
400 ft. plank at 23c.,
45 lbs. nails,
bolts,
2 pr. hinges, 1.25; 1 lock, 38.00,
window, 2.00 : stove door-lateh, .50,
36 1bs. stove iron, 1.50; 177 do. 8.85,
stove and pipe, (J. H. Allen)
Frost’s labor, 66.92 ; Heckland, 6.00,

$9 80
10 00
3 80

87
16 50
6 84
10 00
2 40
3 38
4 25
2 50
10 35
20 00
72 92

1 day, Fletcher, 2.25 ; 4 day, Bailey, 1.00, 3 25

1 day, Whitney, 1.75; 14 do., H. Wal-

"~

coft, 6.00, 7 75
575 ft. lumber, 14.38 ; door frame, 2.50, 16 88
lantern, 1.25 ; window, 1.50; 2 keys,

1.75, 4 50

MISCELLANEOUS BILLS.

Paid for Lock-up and furnishing, 8455 70
for Repairs on Tomb, 33 37
for Iron Safe, 175 00
for Use of hall, 87 50
Voted for Decoration Day, 50 00
for Printing, to D. C. Osborn, 12 50
for Printing voters’ list, Tolman & White, 5 00
for Expressing, 12 60
for Bookcase and expenses, 25 00
George M. Brooks, 2 00
Converse & Kelly, 700
for Recording deeds, L 30
for Stamps for sealer of weights and

measures, 1 66
for Packing boxes, Howard Watch Co., 15 00
for Jury box, lock and rings, : 5
Town Clerk, for recording births, marriages

and deaths, 13 40
A. Balcom, services as Selectman, 50 00
Henry Fowler, * it 25 00
J. P. Bent, & . 25 00
Wm. M. Harding, services as School Com., 30 00
John Hillis, % ) 40 00
John H. Vose, 8 ; 3‘; (7)'3

for Sundry small items,
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Paid Wm. Maxwell, services as truant officer, $5 00
1 feeding tramps, &c., 50
«“ posting 3 warrants, Oé 28
ces abated by Assessors 1
for Taxes abated by A8 : $1,225 95
* Wm. Maxwell’s bill has not been paid.
RECAPITULATION.
Total receipts from all sources, $34,748 39
PAYMENTS.
For land, debt and railroad stock, . $21,989 53
State and County taxes, 2,073 73
Support of Schools, 2,050 00
Alterations, &c., school-houses, 3,767 32
State Aid, 603 42
Repairs of Highways, 1,049 98
Support of Poor, ,47 701
Expe.nses on Petition, 72 00
Looking up pauper settlements, 18 50
1I%xpenses running Town lines, 109 00
L::ccgrdo?;glg, sta:;llonery, stamps, &c., 77 85
Worl;pon CelIIll ;121'y0elebmt1qn expenses, 818 33
Assessors’ bill, , 208
Miscellaneous, 290, 20
Taxes abated, ol 2, 85
102 60
——— $34,748 39

INDEBTEDNESS OF THE TOWN » MARCH 9, 1872
9, ;

ok Nores
0A.&L.
Maynard, to pay for Cemetery lot, dated
R e o 21,187, $1,031 25
clicx)ol-house lot, dated
e A: Hemenway’s note (gold), P il 75 00
ere 1s due to the Towy of Sudbury 18,500 00
)

ment; i
218, Of $300 each, Payable Jap, 311;1t1 noefzzr:lmﬁal =k
. ) Ch year
instalm oWh of Stoyy .
ents of $1,000, anq intetzeg;ﬁ;f]?lou,a})layalze i
Y—April
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There is due to the Treasurer the sun of nine hundred
forty-two dollars fifty-nine cents, being the amount

overdrawn by the orders of the Selectmen. (by his
consent).

Respectfully submitted by

A. BALCOM. Selectmen
HENRY FOWLER, } of
J. P. BENT, Maynard.

MAyYNARD, March 9, 1872.

TREASURER AND COLLECTOR’S REPORT.

1077
Amount of Selectmen’s orders paid, 310,685 13
Town of Sudbury bills, 20,883 28

A. & L. Maynard’s bill, ** Cemetery Lot,” 1,031 25
5 £k ¢ ¢ School HouseLot,” 75 00
State and County Tax to Sudbury, 1,335 00
(5 6e Stow, 738 73

$34,748 39

Cr.
Am’t of tax to collect, 1871, 811,392 84
received from auctionecrs’ licenses, 4 00
A. Hemenway, on loan
in gold, 18,500 00
premium on gold, 2,682 50

A. & L. Maynard loan, 1,106 25
State Treasurer for cor-

poratian tax, 14 79
County Treasurer, re-
turn on dog licenses, 105 42

$33,805 80

Balance due Treasuver, $942 59
E. & O. E.
L. MAYN ARD? Treas. & Coll.
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REPORT.

Our first school year has passed; and now the Committee
offer their report thereon, as in duty bound.

We cannot say that, at the end of this our first year of
independence as a town, the schools are in a thoroughly sat-
isfactory condition, nor cven that they have made thoroughly
satisfactory improvement. When a Committee say that, and
say it honestly, there is no hope for further improvement
under their management; and we confess that, at present,
our schools are far from being in a condition in which we
could wish them to remain stationary. But we can confi-
dently say that they have made progress—not only general
improvement, for, of course, all schools are supposed to do
that,—but direct radical progress, progress in methods of
instruction, in gradation of schools, in regulation and class-
ification of studies, and in school discipline. Some few have
murmured at these changes, and we expected they would.
Old prejudices, old customs, and old ideas are not to be
attacked with impunity. Wake some people from their
slumbers and they are very apt to think something is wrong,
be the awakening ever so gentle. We are pleased to know,
however, that the murmurers are very few—fewer cven than
we expected; and we take this opportunity to thank the
great mass of our fellow citizens who have given us such
firm and unwavering support, and have so freely granted all
our requests. We can only hope that, in time, not only
these, but the few murmurers above mentioned will be con-
vinced of the wisdom of our changes. These changes -
will now proceed to explain as briefly as we can. And first
we desire to say a few words about
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Tue SELECTION OF TEACHERS. :

Since our appointment as Committee we have. 1"8.061\’6(1‘
numerous applications for schools from youn'g.ladm§ in 0111
own town, or from those who have friends residing atfl ong ll.b.

Tt has been onr hardest duty to show a proper fl'lellflshll)
for them, and, at the same time, a due regard for the inter-
ests of the whole town. The applicants were, in most cases,
young ladies of intelligence and of good education,-:cmd all
were treated by us, we are sure, with the utmost kindness
and respect.

In order to leave no room for complaint we at once estah-
lished a rule that no teacher should be engaged except after
a satisfactory examination, wherein should be considered the
efficiency of the candidate in the studies required to be
taught, her general knowledge and intelligence, and her ex-
perience in teaching. But how much weight do we attach to
the matter of cxperience? since we have rejected some
who have had many years’ experience, and have accepted
some who are said to have had none.

We cannot answer the (uestion better than by quoting the

words of Mr. Philbrick, the able Superintendent of the Bos-

ton public schools, * It is obvious,” he says, “to the most
superficial observer th

) at the value of experience is not

; ‘S:rf’( )y its length. I am told, as a recommendation of
8 Ctel]_aml teacher, that he g had ten years experience
ut, L a : : i I .

» L ask, has he had e, Years’ experience in the true sense

of the word: op.h.

e g,. or-has le mevely floated with the current, me-
o (‘W é}; o:]ng to-day what he qiq Yesterday, the same o]d
§ 3,] 20 = . A <
implt"oveme : ?ovex ragam, dlsczu-dmg o errors, ad opting no

nts ? )
observations |yaq h\;‘ ::Ltd thlS, Ploots, tests, experiments
o - a e. W 5 ’ . )
hat mstruction ang enlight-

énment, what ppaet: .
acquir (’1?,, bizston] acquaintance yyig}, his husi
quired?” The tpygp e Jusiness has he

; ; ’ a te: o
or a lawyer, experience i eacher, as for 4 doctop

an i ‘
means the only, op { Important, but, not

» Perhaps; 1, by any

sreatest requisite, The
Wything is that of the
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active, energetic teacher who has intelligence, ambition and
love enough for his profession to make an earnest study of
it, to observe carefully the methods of instruction in his own
and in other schools, and to improve thereby ; and to watch
generally all movements of progress in the educational
world. Unfortunately such teachers are rare, and, when
found, are not to be obtained for the small compensation
which a country town can offer. Considerations such as the
above have led, in Boston and Cambridge, and other large
cities, to the establishment of

TrAINING SCHOOLS

where, under the charge of an able and experienced Super-
intendent, young ladies may study the theory and practice
of teaching ; and, as in each of these training schools there
are several primary school classes, numbering in the aggre-
gate more than the entire primary schools of our town, and
as these classes are taught by the students of the department,
under the guidance of their Superintendent, it is evident
that such a course must give some of the very best experi-
ence.

When, at the commencement of the last term, our two
largest primary schools were left vacant, we concluded to
try the experiment of engaging two of the most promising
graduates of the Cambridge Training School; and on the
recommendation of Mrs. Sullivan, the accomplished principal
of that institution, we procured the services of Miss Estelle
J. French and Miss Nellic A. Hutchins. One chief motive
in taking this step was the introduction of what our people
now call the *new system”; and if our new teachers go on
with the same energy and ability with which they have be-
gun, we think no candid person who watched thcse. scl.loo]s
during the past term, or who attended their examinations,
can doubt the success of the experiment. We are aware that
the “new system ” was aimed at in the l'emm‘ks‘ of oue of our
worthy citizens at Miss Peckham’s examination, when he
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! ducation
i\l road to knowledge! an e

said, “There is no roy: be got by long hours
)

must now, as much as ﬁft)_’ yicars afo, it i
of hard study.” Now that 1s a Wf%n- nowWn Sy L .

t. of this Committee know well its
truch! ]an(ll Sgnéi, :,tl(jszz ’ But surely the gentleman meant
E)ultmv;) stljll)ped gefoi'e he went on to say that “There h.zwe
been improvements in machinery, but tllem.a cz:,n be no ;m-
provement in the way of getting an education.” To f;a e 2?
single example ;—that would carry us back to good old days
of Alchemy, when the whole world did not possess so much
knowledge of chemistry as a common school boy now pos-
sesses, and that little was obtained only after a life long toil
in the foolish ntopian attempt to transfuse the baser metals
into gold. Place a boy at this day in a smoky dungeon for
a laboratory, without the improved books, charts, and other
guides and bhelps of modern times, and he would succeed
little, i any, better than his ancient and vencrable brothers.
Nay, the mind itself is a machine of the most delicate work-
manship, which, in youth especially, may be moulded and
guided in any direction. Like any other machine the method
of guiding and running it may be improved, This i the
great aim of modern systems of education.

It should be we]] understood, then, that the first requisite
of: a teacher is an educatiop and natural ability commensurate
with the work ; ang he second, which is equally essential,

1S a successfy] experience of the right kind, or 5 successful

they can, consistently vy

ter
est, €ncourage oy, talent,
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new system before mentioned. It may sound strange to
those who are familiar with the schools of Boston and other
first class educational places, to hear these things mentioned
as being entirely new ; but it must be remembered that they
are entirely new in this town, that we are at least several
years behind the times; and therefore we are more particular
in our explanations. The Phonetic System consists, briefly,
in teaching children to read and spell by sound. It was in-
troduced into the Boston schools several years ago with great
success. It has since been adopted in Cambridge and most
places which are at all noted for the excellence of their
schools. In our schools the names and sounds of the letters
are taught at the same time. In some Boston schools the
children pursue the study of sounds alone, until they have
learned to read, before they commence to use the names of
the letters. In one such school of fifty boys, between five
and six years of age, they learned in six months to read
through Hillard’s first reader, and eighty-five pages in the
second reader—nearly enough to occupy, ordinarily, two
years—and had read it well. They had not been taught the
names of the letters, but, it was found on examination that
they knew them. Much of this remarkable success was,
doubtless, due to the teacher; but such success was never
known, with such a school, under the old system.

The result seems to be, as was to be expected, not only
that the children learn to read faster, but, by the CO“St““t‘
early practice of spelling by sound, under the guidance of
an accurate teacher, they will form a permanent habit of a
full and clear articulation, and will suffer less from thc.e con-
fusion, experienced by all, which arises from the var.lety of
sound belonging to the same letter in our unsystematic lan-
guage. We hope, too, that the drill in sound, and in the
proper utterance of words, thus givenin the primary Sc.h""ls’
will pave the way for a proper attention to emphasis, mﬂoci
tion, and the higher drill in reading, in the grammar z}.n(
high schools ; and that there may he some prospect of driv-
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i : in
i sing-song SO common
ine out the everlasting drawl au? b;not SC(I) z,he e
3 sarcely teste »
have scarcely .
those schools. We Pl U
enough yet to pass judgment upon 1t; but, judg 51 b
whatbwe have seen thus far of its working, we have nlo do
that, with proper care, it will be eminently successful.

Orar Lrssons anD OnJecT TEACHING.

Very few, we fear, have a correct idea ‘of what obje(ft
teaching really is. We have seen some teachers attempt it
who evidently thought it consisted in nothing more tha'n
simply grasping any object at random, rushing hefore their
pupils with it, and crying “ Children what is this?” We
believe that object teaching is more than that. In order to
serve its highest ends it must be made a system, just as
much as reading is a° system, or grammar, or arithmetic.
The scope of the object lesson should expand with the ex-
panding mind of the pupil. There should be g direct aim
i all the lessons, and a connection between t
ing parts of a system. For example,
series of lessons on the form of ohjects,
parallellogram, the circle, the cube, the

other series on colors of objects ;
qualities of objects ;

hem, as form-
there might be a
as the square, the
sphere, &c.; an-
another on names and

another on size and distance ; and then
the system should e extended to the grammar school, with

the addition of oral lessons on the trades and professions

on'natm'z?l and political history, on biography, & |

Thus, it will he seep that the system runs tl;rouc.rh all the

schools,. from the youngest children jp the prim':' " to the

graduating class in the high schoo, We are 0'1'1d(t0) b: abiz
gl

s in his very
‘al History of
are paying some attention tg ¢ . schools, also,
making a study of j from be subject, ang one of them ig

My, Calking’ excellent book—i
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hook which is, we believe, required to be used in the schools
of Boston.

Perhaps a good illustration of an ohject lesson may be
made from the remark of one of our most respected citizens,
who, in speaking of object lessons, exclaimed “ What is the
use in telling the children about a chair? don’t they know
all about it already ?” We will repeat some of the questions
which may be asked about a chair; and then let even some
of our older friends determine whether it will not tax their
ingenuity a little to answer them accurately. Mention all
the parts of the chair. Tell what class of workmen made
the chair or its different parts. How are those parts put
together? Then look closely at the chair, and, having
learned that it has rounds, form a judgment of the distance
hetween the rounds, also the distance of yourself from the
chair, compared with some other distance; look again, and
tell the color of the chair. Is that color caused by paiut, or
is it the natiral color of the wood? Note the color and
grain of the wood, and then tell what kind of wood it is.
Tell how the wood was prepared from its condition in the
tree, to its present condition iu the form of a chair; and if
you feel inclined to go rarther, you can go into the scientific
question of how the trce grows year by year, and feeds on
water, air and sunlight.

Of course all the above questions will not be given at once
to a child five years old. But the wise teacher will see how
far the child comprehends the subject, and will limit the
lesson accordingly ; and are not the above questions useful ?
Does not the accurate answering of them furnish us with
much knbwledge of every day practical use? J ust such
knowledge as most of us are Jamentably deficient in? Such
lessons accustom the child to observe; to analyze; to fo.rm
a judgment of size, of distance, and of color. The.y give
him a knowledge of the various trades and occupations of
men—and all in such an interesting way as to give the best
assurance of being remembered. Who will say that such
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vesults are any less practical or less useful, than tl;e results
of studying any other branch taught in the schools :

Drawing AND VRITING.

Drawing is now required by statute to be taught in all the
schools. We have just introduced it during the present
term, and, therefore, can say nothing, as yet, of its practi-
cal working. But we havea high idea of its utility, and
shall endeavor, so far as we can, to comply with the law in
making it a regular branch of a common school education.
Our primary schools are alveady preparing the way for it by
their admirable system of slate exercises. We are confident
that those slate exercises will also conduce to an improve-
ment in writing. We insist that writing, also, shall be a
regular branch of study,—more so than it has heretofore
been usually regarded in practice. Indeed, writing and
drawing should go hand in hand, and we can but believe that
they will mutually assist each other.

Music.

.In all primary schools the necessity is felt of having the
clnld1:en sing. It is done to give a pleasing varicty tz the
‘ex'erclses, and sometimes, perhaps, to help tf)ass the hours
‘1;; :);] ; :: etha.ve had, and .still' have, much of it in our schools.

0t propose to drive it out ; we would like rather to

modify it, and perha oo
) aps to limit it, 7 :
exercise in the schog e We Delicve that SNeLy,

he merely for pleasyy hough it may appear to
serve some useful o should be made to sub-
il W o lon or refinement of the
we have sometj  believe that, th, discordant brawl which

. Imes heard ypgep T . s
Serve any useful end, Yy, 01 il

every teacher ;i
¥ill be capable of giving instructio
o > )

but we do th;

0 think that o +
Wt di:,l::t- all teacherg should haye g sufficient i

be paineq by a i '.ln b?tween shoutine"anq T idea
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such shouting and discord, the singing should be instantly
stopped, that the pupils may not become so much accustomed
to it as to render,any taste for music afterwards impossible.
But, in cases where the teacher has sufficient knowledge, we
bel eve the diversion of singing may be turned into a direct
means of improvement. We believe it possible to give the
children some idea of musical notation, of quantity, time and
pitch. Two of our teachers have undertaken to do so, and
we have procured for their usc a set of Dr. Mason’s music
charts. In doing this we wish it to be distinetly understood
that we are not increasing the time devoted to singing—we
ave rather diminishing it, and endeavoring to turn that time
which is so frequently worse than wasted, to some beneficial
purpose. This will explain the references to music in our
Rules and Regulations.

INTERFERENCE OF PARENTS AND FRIENDS.

This subject we deem of gréat importance. We know it
has been the time-honored custom for parents who felt
aggrieved, for any cause, to go direct to the teacher in the
school-room, sometimes causing serious disturhance and an-
noyance to tae teacher and the school. We must say that
we cannot approve of such a course. The evil cftects of it
upon the school are sometimes disastrous. We beg our peo-
ple to consider that the Comunittee ave their servants, and are
always ready, as in duty bound, to listen to their compluints,
and to redress their grievances. But the teachers are respon-
sible to the Committee alone, and if any scolding is to be
done, or any reprimand to be given, it must be done through
the medium of the Committee.

Under this head we must mention an incident which hap-
pened during the last term, and which pained us very mucfh;
and which, we hope, will be the last act under the hugz‘ermg
effccts of the old regime. One day in one of the primary
schools the teacher had occasion to check alittle roguish boy
about ten years of age. The little fellow heeded not her re-
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proofs, but continued his .rogui:shn?ss in deﬁvz.mlc:fa (;t“}liilll ,h:;z
the same time noisily moving his feet :m.d kic sing

heels. The teacher, in order to ch:P h‘}l} quiet, and a0 l“
slight punishment for his obduracy, tied him to the seat \V'lt 1
. little scarf. The little. boy happened to have a large
hrother in the grammar school overhead—a full-grown young
man.  When recess came, and this young man heard of the
bondage of his younger brother, he heroically stalked into
the school room, insulted the teacher with all sorts of pro-
fane language, loosed his brother and sent him out, and was
only prevented from continuing his insults by the timely
arrival of the grammar school master. Probably the boy
did not know how great an offence he was committing ; but
it is only due to the kind refusal of the outraged teacher to
make complaint, that he was not sent to the school ship,

where he would be under the guidance of a master until the
age of twenty-one years.

Our Prryary Scroors.

We have two of these schools with an aggregate atten-
dance at present of 185 scholars.
Primary School No. 1, on M
Ewo first terms of the year, in charge of Miss Fannie S. Hol-
man. Miss Holman gave very good satisfaction, and it was
not with our will that she left s 5 but we did not tl,len feel th;lt
‘\‘;Se“f:;f i;lll)llscetsz o‘ﬁ'etr her iy ext'ra inducement to remain.
oy T :I.Y do state thigs c}n.stiuctly, that we may not
e é:son 4 g Gi'l opted the criticism whicly appeared in
loncer shortly after ghe left. We know not

who wrote that critici
- il ;lvteclf:;tlmsm’ ¢ her school with being dis-
: 2y that it was very unjust.

lman’s '
school to haye usually been as

orderly as most
and peliooly composed of scholars of
€ and who have not, |yaq #s of the same

an street, was, during the

e ay wing the whole day wi
Whis even o)) the Supposition of the
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truth of that vague and threadbare proverb which heads the
criticism “ Order is Heaven’s first law ”; which is, to say the
least, very doubtful. Miss Estelle J. French, of Cambridge,
was procured to fill the vacancy caused by the resignation of
Miss Holman. Miss French brings to the school a good deal
of vivacity, intelligence and energy, and bids fair to become
one of the progressive teachers of whom we have spoken
elsewhere.

Primary School No. 2, on Acton street, is in two divisions.
The first division has been under the charge of Miss Mary
M. Peckham during the year. Miss Peckham had a winning
way with the pupils and their parents, which may be aptly
described by the words applied to her by one of our clergy-
men : “ She has a good share of that animal magnetism which
draws.” The department under her management had a fair
reputation for good order; although we were satisfied, and
even desirous, that the school should remain a primary
school, we found, at the close of the year, that many of the
pupils, and even whole classes, had advanced with such
upidity as to be reading in the fifth reader, and ciphering
far over in the common school arithmetic—studies which are
fitted for the highest classes in the grammar school. This
was a great misfortune, for, on examination for admission to
the grammar school, many of these scholars were found to
be totally unfit for the studies they were engaged in, and had
the mortification of being put back into lower books. The
second division has only been in session during the last term,
and has been in charge of Miss Nellie A. Hutchins, of Ca.m-
bridge. Miss ITutchins has a very pleasant and e.ﬁ'ec.twe
manner of teaching, and her division, on examination,
and brilliancy, as real advance-

She

showed not so much glitter
ment in the studies pursued and in general intelligence.

w8 now transferred to the first division.

Tue GRAMMAR SCIIOOL ON MAIN STREET.

. 5 . ® y year
This school was, during the two first terms of the year,



14

tos B ). Foloer. Miss Folger
under the charge of Miss Ellen L. Folg :
S i her, with a good share of the
was an intelligent, active teacher, ag et
i o instruction, if she had a class which was
power of imparting mstru ;
.o it. But the school. had long becn
at all inclined to receive 1t  bub the SC : 15'[

3 \l qQ1°0"
ooine down hill before she entered it. It was full of large,
o (! e . , : :
ancontrolled hoys and stubborn girls, who felt surc thej
could not be mastered. She fought her way well and un-
complainingly during two terms, and then resigned for the
purpose of attending the advanced course at Framingham
Normal school. We then procured the services of M. L.
F. Richardson, of South Acton, whose cfficiency m disci-
pline as well as instruction was well known to the Committee.
The vesult fully equals our expectations. Mr. Richardson
took hold of the school with a master’s hand as one “to the
manner born.”  The ancontrolled boys and stubborn girls
soon discovered the condition of affairs, and now the school
i5, probably, the most orderly in town, and is advancin o
steadily in thoroughness and intelligence.

Tue Bricx Scroor.

This school was during the first term under the charge of
Miss Martha G. Whitney, of Stow. The school passed a
very good examination. There were some bright scholars
who had made good progress, and to hear themcrecite was a
real pleasure. Miss Whitney was called away at the end of
the term to teach in Ler own town, and went acgompanied
by the.good wishes hoth of Committee and scholar b
During the second term the school was y 1 b
of Miss Mary A. Gill, who labor X
success of the school, At the cl
Committee deemed it

maintain a school ip th

r the charge
ed conscientiously for the
s ‘f)se of the second term the
_OBger mecessary or advisable to
at district, and, as tho Pcople seemed
i c);;];):'dtl‘l; Sdme opinion, we discon-
" ¢ seats to bhe removed to

Was then transferred to tle

tinued the school,
another building.
Turnpike schoo],
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Tur Turneike SciooL

has labored under many disadvantages. It is now our only
ungraded school, and numbers only twenty-one pupils. If
the school were to be discontinued there would probably be
ten scholars in that district who would not be so well accom-
modated as they are now. This seems almost sufficient rea-
son to discontinue the school. The fact that the school has so
few scholars, while the cost of supporting it is equal to that of
any of our large schools having over twice the number of
scholars, makes this by far the most expensive school in
town, as will be seen by reference to the statistical table in
this report; yet the Committec would not feel justified in
discontinuing it, except in accordance with a vote of the town
to that effect ; and perhaps the prospect of an increased num-
ber of families settling in that direction may be thought to
render the school necessary. This school was taught during
the first term by Miss Grace A. Vose, a young lady of our
own town, who is deservedly respected by everybody. She
went into the school having had no experience whatever in
teaching ; and this, added to the fact that this was the school
of her own home, where all the pupils were familiar with her,
made us fear the result. But the term passed away very
pleasantly, and to the advantage of both teacher and schol-
ars. We found no cause whatever to find fault with her
management, and we think that with a little more experience,
she would become a good teacher. .

During the sccond term the school was taught by Miss
Peckham, her own school in the Centre being close(! for Te-
pairs. During the third term it was taught by. Miss Gill,
who, as before stated, was transferred from the Brick School.
Miss Gill still teaches the school, and is a faithful worker for

the highest interests of all the scholars.

Tne Hign SCHOOL.
m, when the new rooms

At the commencement of last tor .
we determined to

in the Acton Street School were finished,
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open a special school therein, 1:equi1'ing 1}11 : exa‘:]'l:l]:jl.?llllif:li
issi ith the hope of ultimately fmml.ng it into a I g
admission, Wi ! o S pupils,
school. We admitted, on examiation, y ep
and obtained as teacher Mr. Theodore C. Gleason, of v est-
boro’, a recent graduate of Harvard College. M.r. Gleason
had had three months’ experience as a teacher in Bolton.
He devoted himself heartily to the work of our school., 21..1](]
the scholars were generally very much improved by hlS: in-
struction—especially in reading and in grammar—two things
in which they had been previously sadly deficient. The ex-
amination of his school, although far from being what we
could V"ish, fully convinced us that a good work had been
dove. At the annual town meeting in March we brought
the matter before the town, and with great unanimity they
voted to authorize the Committee to establish a high school,
and granted an extra appropriation for that purpose.- We
feel sure that the people will not have cause to regret the
measure, but that they will feel abundantly repaid by the

h!gher tone of intelligence which a high school will, in time,
give to the community.

SCHOOL ACCOMMODATIONS.

We are inclined to include under this head the accomino-

du.tio_us both of teachers and scholars, and we regret to say
that in both we are lamentably deficient. R
We would not Say, as a well-

known clere i
' b s man said, at
one of our CXaminations, “this ig ok ’

the worst town in the Com-
r to come t0,” both because it is not
ightly give our town such a

. d name many towns in the
o w01se: than Ours, worse in matter
(¢ ¢ 1

modatmns, Worse 1n the treatment

d enough, we confess, We
Proper boarding
ome of the firgt
achers, but iy our town,

Poor recommendation, Yy, coul
Commonwea]th which g
of salary, worse i
they receive. Byt

Places for oyp teachers

Ptlics 0 T0st towng

Are open to receiye the te
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which Mr. Elias Nason would have to be ®the model town,”
a teacher can scarcely find shelter for the night; and one of
our teachers has not succeeded to this day in finding a place,
but is compelled to travel twenty-five miles every evening to
pass the night in Cambridge. We hope in some way to see
this remedied.

Our school-houses are beginning to be too small again,
notwithstanding the enlargement of last year. Our high
school-room will doubtless next term be full, our grammar
school is full already, and all our primary schools are a great .
deal more than full. When it is remembered that last term
we opened two new schools, and that the increase of school
attendance is likely to be greater this year than it was last
year, it will be rcadily seen how much we are likely to be
troubled for want of room. We shall be obliged to engage
one, at least, and perhaps two extra teachers at the be-
ginning of next term; and we have no room to put them in
except a small recitation room.

Before the close of another year we shall probably require
all the rooms in hoth the centre school-houses for the classes
of the primary schools ; and then the grammar and high schools
will be set afloat. What we evidently require is a building of
commodious arrangement, situated as nearly asit conveniently
can be in the centre of the town, in a healthy location, and
sufficient in size and in the number of its rooms to meet the
demands of our growing population, for the use of the gram-
mar and high schools. We hope the people will consider
this matter, for it is of the highest importance and will soon
demand attention.
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TATISTICS OF THE PUBLIC SCHOOLS OF

OF S 7
TABLE MAYNARD, MARCH 1, 1872.

Number of

NAME OF SCHOOL. TEACHERS. S‘i’rﬁﬁer sucholars.
Hicn SCHOOL. Theodore C. Gleason. $60 00 35
Mary STREET GrRarpiar. [Ephraim F. Richardson. 50 00 48
Marx STREET PRivary. |Estelle J. French. 42 00 60

Mary M. Peckham 36 00

ACTON STREET PRIMARY. {Nell{e A. Hutchins. 4200 | 128
TURNPIKE. Mary A. Gill. 36 00 21

COST OF INSTRUCTION FOR THE YEAR ENDING
MARCH 31, 1872.

High School, $180; for each pupil, $15 43
Main Street Grammar, 366; ¢« 9 63
Main Street Primary, 342; ¢« o« 5 70
~ Acton Street Primary, 342; ¢« o 14
Turnpike School, 824; ¢« 15 43
Brick School, 2067 e o 6 11
Total paid for tuition during the year, $1,770 00
For fuel and incidenta] expenses, ,230 00

Average cost of tuition

er scholar, in 5¢
e i p olar, in all the schools,

Average cost per pupil i e
pupil in al] id
l e I the towns of Middlesex vl
Lverage cost per pupil i
monbwealth,p Pupil in al] the toyvns of the Com-
A (2 TS
vef;fssco“fp:lf pupil in Maynarq of the current e
€8 of the gch i
s chools, includine tuition, fuel ang
Verage cost per Pupil in My, Frost’ s

8 private school, 21 00
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Population of the town May 1, 1871, 1,820
Number of children between 5 and 15 years of age, 369
Whole amount of town appropriation for ordinary

school purposes, $2,000 00
Amount appropriated for each child between the ages

of 5 and 15 years, 5 53
Average appropriation for each child in all the other

towns of Middlesex County in 1870, 12 85
Average appropriation for each child in all the other

towns of the Commonwealth in 1870, 11 61
Valuation of the town May 1, 1871, $1,002,000
Per cent. of valuation appropriated for school sup-

port, .00199

There are some significant facts in the above table. Every
one will especially notice the excessive cost of tuition for
ceach pupil in the turnpike school, in comparison with the
other schools, being two-thirds larger than that in the gram-
mar school, nearly three times that in the centre primary
schools, and equal to that in the high school. If weadd the
cost of fuel and other incidentals the proportions will be
greatly increased, and it will be found to be more expensive
than the high school.

The very small amount ot appropriation for each child will
also be noticed, being less than two-fifths the average in all
the other towns of the County, and less than one-half the
average in all the towns of the Commonwealth.

There was only one town in the County, according to t'he
report of 1870, which appropriated a less sum for each child
than the amount appropriated by us last year. .

The smallness of the cost of the pupils actually attending
school is also very noticeable, being only $7.12; wh.ereas
that of Boston was $19.57; Brookline, $25.83; Milton,
$21.46; Worcester, $12.84; Lexington, $21.21; Newton,
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§29.63; Brighton, $20.31; Charlestown, A SR
B e ivate school, in our own town,

9.29; and M. Frost’s pri : .
:21 00. There are very few towns In the Commonwealth
with a less average cost than ours. We think that, after a

careful perusal of the above table, no one will again be heard
complaining that we are extravagant.

Respectfully submitted.

JOHN HILLIS,
Jor the Comnittee.

Accepted by the Committee.

JOHN HILLIS, Committee

WILLIAM M. HARDING, ) Sckool
JOHN H. VOSE, %of 1871-2.



