
T h e S o v e r e i g n s o f I n d u s t r y

O r

T h e R i v e r s i d e C o o p e r a t i v e A s s o c i a t i o n

The Sovereigns of Industry in Maynard was organized Dec. 21, 18T5

b y a s m a l l g r o u p o f E n g l i s h a n d S c o t t i s h Te x t i l e w o r k e r s . I t w a s a c o o p e r a ¬

t i ve ven ture based on the Rochda le p r inc ip les , qu i te popu la r in a few

c o m m u n i t i e s . T h e M a y n a r d G r o u p b o u g h t i n B o s t o n w h o l e s a l e a n d d e l i v e r e d

i n t o w n b y w h e e l b a r r o w t o i t s m e m b e r s . S o m u c h i n t e r e s t w a s c r e a t e d b y

t h i s ven tu re t ha t i n Sep tembe r 18 t8 - t h ree yea rs l a t e r -The R i ve r s i de

Cooperat ive Associat ion was incorporated wi th capi ta l s tock of $1500. I t

opened in the basement of Darling’s Block -comer of Nason and Summer

Streets (The present abode of the Fraternal Order of Eagles,

it moved to (A.H. Haynes) The Riverside Hall Block on Main Street beside

F r o m t h e r e

P o s s i b l y t h a t i s t h e o r i g i n o f t h e n a m e R i v e r s i d e C o o p e r a t i v et h e R i v e r .

In 1882 it bought the land on the comer of Nason andA s s o c i a t i o n .

S u m m e r S t r e e t s w h e r e t h e K n i g h t s o f C o l u m b u s B u i l d i n g i s n o w a n d e r e c t e d

athree story building for $15,000 with the store downstairs and rooms

and hal ls upstai rs. This became known as Cooperat ive Hal l . Town meet ings

T h e c a p i t a la n d o t h e r s o c i a l f u n c t i o n s w e r e h e l d h e r e f o r m a n y d e c a d e s .

stock was increased to $5000. $12 ,000 was loaned by townspeople to build

T h e 2 5 t h A n n i v e r s a r y p r o g r a m i n 1 9 0 3 d i v u l g e d t h a t

this was the largest grocery biisiness in town with UOO members -$1,250,000

sales in that period -$60,000 paid out in rebates.

a n d s t o c k t h e s t o r e .

T h e o f fi c e r s a t t h a t

t i m e w e r e P r e s i d e n t A l b e r t B a t l e y - T r e a s u r e r , G a v i n Ta y l o r - C l e r k , F . W .

S i m s - A u d i t o r s , W i l l i a m H o l t a n d T . A . J o n e s - D i r e c t o r s , A l e x P e t t i g r e w ,

J a m e s J . M o r g a n , J o h n W h i t e , F r e d S i m s , G a v i n Ta y l o r . R e b a t e s v a r i e d

from year to year running from 2% to 8^. (July 26J01 -July I8, *02 -



J u l y I T, ' 0 3 - N o v. 2 0 , ’ 0 3 ) .

Dec. 23, 190U report gives membership as over 600.

Feb. 9, 1906 gives the Board of Directors as Alex Pettigrew,

James J. Morgan, John Whi te, Alber t Bat ley, Fred Sims -Audi tors Wi l l iam

Ho l t and Wi l l i am Lo rd -Treasu re r -Gav in Tay lo r. M e e t i n g v o t e d t o p u r c h a s e

1 0 0 r o d s o f l a n d f r o m L . S . B r o o k s o n S u m m e r S t r e e t - t o b e u s e d f o r s t a b l e s -

in which case Main Hall would be extended out over land now occupied by

t h e b a m . Remember in those days horses and wa,gons were used for home

d e l i v e r i e s b y t h e g r o c e r y s t o r e s .

Jan. 11, 19OT report advertised a10% rebate -the high point for

a l l t h e y e a r s o f t h e C o o p s e x i s t e n c e .

A n i n t e r e s t i n g n e w s n o t e f o r M a y 1 3 , 1 9 1 0 t e l l s u s o f a l e t t e r

addressed to the Coop as Sovereigns of Modesty (Not industry) with a$100

b i l l i n a n o t e s a y i n g , " a d d t h i s t o t h e c o n s c i e n c e f u n d . S o m e o n e

a p p a r e n t l y c o u l d n ' t s l e e p n i g h t s !

On June I6, 1911 the Directors by amajority vote of three to two

c a l l e d f o r t h e r e s i g n a t i o n o f M a n a g e r J a m e s J . H i l f e r t y o n s i c k l e a v e a t

that time, who had been managing the store since l89^. T h e r e a s o n s a r e

n o t c l e a r i n t h e n e w s p a p e r a c c o u n t s b u t p o s s i b l y a c l u e m i g h t b e g a t h e r e d

from the July 21, 1911 report indicating only a2% rebate -! George Morse

w a s m a d e m a n a g e r .

Feb. 11, 1916 reports arebate with Gavin Taylor as Treasurer

a n d t h e B o a r d o f D i r e c t o r s a s J a m e s B . L o r d , A l b e r t B a t l e y, ( 5 e o r g e T.

M u r p h y, W i l l i a m S c u l l y a n d d h a r l e s C o u r t n e y.

July 30, 1920 report shows a6% rebate -a lso that as in 1908

u n d e r s i m i l a r e c o n o m i c c o n d i t i o n s i n t h e m i l l t h e o n l y m o n e y p a i d o u t i n

t o w n w a s t h i s r e b a t e .



Feb. 11, 1921 -B. 2% rebate only -reasons being losses owing to

price re-adjustments and cont inued depression and fire on August 12, 1920.

Ju ly 21 , 1925 -semi -annua l meet ing sk ips rebates a l toge ther.

July 22, 1927, meet ing postponed act ion on dissolut ion of the coop.

The s tore was cut to ha l f i t s or ig ina l s ize and the o ther ha ld is ready to

The last 6months it was reported showed no loss.b e r e n t e d . O f fi c e r s w e r e

President Wi l l iam Naylor, Sec'y James C. Mahoney, Treas. Harold Cutte l l ,

Tr u s t e e s E d w a r d Wo o l d r i d g e a n d C h a r l e s S p e n c e .

Feb. 8, 1929 meeting empowered the Directors to carry on or dispose

o f t h e s t o r e . I t i s repo r ted tha t acha in s to re i s endeavo r ing to pu rchase

t h e b u s i n e s s . O f fi c e r s w e r e e l e c t e d w i t h P r e s . W i l l i a m N a y l o r , T r e a s .

H a r o l d C u t t e l l , A u d i t o r s C h a r l e s S p e n c e a n d E d w a r d W o o l d r i d g e , T r u s t e e s

M a r k N e w t o n , P. J . S c h n a i r , J a m e s J . L e d g a r d , J o h n M a l e y.

Aug. 2, 1929 semi-annual meeting reported a6month profit of

$660.28. T h e d i r e c t o r s u r g e d t h e m e e t i n g t o u s e t h i s m o n e y t o p a i n t h e

b u i l d i n g a n d s e l l t h e s t o r e .

George Morse, Manager of the store for I8 yearsS e p t . 1 3 , 1 9 2 9 .

T h e A s s o c i a t i o n w i l l h o l d o n t o t h e b u s i n e s s b l o c k .p u r c h a s e s t h e s t o r e .

Semi-annual meet ing repor ts a3^ d iv idend.A u g . 3 , 1 9 3 3 .

Feb. 8 , 1935 meet ing e lec ts fo r o fficers Pres . Les l ie S ims,

S e c ’ y J a m e s L e d g a r d , C l e r k H a r o l d C u t t e l l , D i r e c t o r s J o h n M a l e y, J o s e p h

S c h n a i r , J e r e m i a h B r a d l e y.

In Jan . 1936 afi re des t royed the upper sec t i ons o f t he bu i l d ing .

T h e A s s o c i a t i o n v o t e d t o s e l l t h e p r o p e r t y t o t h e K n i g h t s o f C o l u m b u s a n d

d i s b a n d t h e A s s o c i a t i o n .

A n d s o p a s s e d i n t o M a y n a r d h i s t o r y n o t o n i l y o n e o f t h e o l d e s t

cooperative associations in the state (51 years as astore alone) but



A ,

a l s o a c e n t e r o f s o c i a l , c u l t u r a l a n d m u n i c i p a l a f f a i r s s i n c e l 8 8 2 .

I a m i n d e b t e d t o t h e M a y n a r d N e w s f o r a l l d a t e s a n d R a l p h S h e r i d a n

f o r o t h e r a d d i t i o n a l i n f o r m a t i o n .

B.R. Koski “ read at the 19^9 meet ing of The Maynard Histor ical

S o c i e t y .


