THE IRISH PEOPLE IN MAYNARD

The Irish were not long after the English and the Scotch in
settling in the little village of Assabet. The building of the car-
pet mill by Maynard and Knight in 1846 attracted many of this nation-
2lity, and by 1850 there were more than fifty in the village. At
first most of them settled around what is now upper Main Street,

Catholic
Spring Lane and Pine Street. The closest/church to the village was
St. George's Parish in Saxonville and these early settlers had to
Journey there, many of them on foot, for religious ministrations.

Beginning in 1850, an%’for the next fourteen years Father George
A. Hamilton came to the village to celebrate Mass. It is believed
the first Mass was s=21d in the home of Cornelius Cleary, and on later
vigits in the homes of Mr. Farrell, Mr. O'Donnell, Mr. McManus, Mr,
Crowley and Mrs. Roache, all on upper Main Street. On one occasion
Mass was sa2id in the open a2ir on an improvised altar in the shelter
of a large tree.

By 1857, the number had increased and it was necesgsary to hire
Union Hall on the corner of Summer and Main Streets for religious ser-
vices. In 1865, the first Catholic Church in Assabet Villege was
buillt at what i1s now 200 Main Street, and in January 1871, the year
the town of Maynard was incorporated, the Catholic community of the
town became St. Bridget's Parish. In 1884, the present St. Bridget's
Church was dedicated. In September 1965, St. Bridget's Parochisl
School was opened at the beginning of the school year.

Four male members of the parish entered the priesthood and six

young ladies have become members of religious orders.



Like the other ethnic groups, the Irish organized their own so-
cleties and clubs. On June 1, 1890, St. Bridget's Temperance Society
was instituted with thirty-nine members in the basement of S8t. Brid-
get's Church. J. Albert Crowley, who later became a priest, was e-
lected President, Michael F. Mullin, Vice-President, John E. Hannon
and James J. Hilferty, Secretaries, and James J. Mullin, Treasurer.
The flrst meetings were held in a tenement house at the foot of
Spring Lane; but after six months the society moved to the Riverside
Co-operative Building. In 1902, it moved to larger quarters in Music
Hall., The organization lasted until 1911.

In July 1899, the Ancient Order of Hibernisns, Division 44, was
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instituted at Riverside Co-operative Hall, with-direessSenmediy s
the first President. This was a fraternal benefit society of men of
Irish birth or descent. Meetings were held at Hibernian Hall, now
the United Co-operative Building on Main Street. This society went
out of existence in the early 1920's.
November 3,

A Ladies' Auxilisry of Divsion 44 was instituted Szizkerx20x
1905, with Margaret McCarthy the first President. This group held
meetings at Hibernian Hall, Riverside Hall, Masonic Hall and EKnights
of Columbus Hall. The last big event of the auxiliary before its de-

thirty-fourth
mise was the B%xh/anniversary dinner in 1939.

The pgople of Irish origin and descent have played a prominent
pert in the history of Assabet Village and the town of Maynard. Of
the thirty-six men who enlisted from Assabet Village in the Civil War,

thirteen at least were Irish; while a large share of those from May-

nard serving in all wars were of the same ethniec group. They have



been well represented in the field of athletics, and have played an
important rocle in town government from the incorporation of the town

to the present.
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